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NORTH YORKSHIRE EAST                     SEPTEMBER 2024   
Federation Office: WI House, Front Street, Norby, Thirsk, YO7 1BG 

Visitors/Telephone Enquiries 01845 522415 Tuesday to Thursday are welcome between: 10.00am – 
12.30pm and 14.00pm – 15.00pm (Closed Mondays and Fridays) 

 

Chairman: Sarah McFarlane  
Newsletter Editor: Margaret Ellison                                       email: nyenewseditor@gmail.com   
Federation Secretary: Laurence Anderson                        email: fedsec.nyefwi@btconnect.com    
Finance Secretary: Shirley Nicholls                             email: financesec.nyefwi@btconnect.com 
Website:  www.nyorkseastwi.org.uk      Twitter: @NYorkEastFedWI   
Facebook:  @NorthYorkshireEastFedofWIs                                                     

 

 

 Want to be part of something bigger?  
 
Have you ever thought of joining the Federation Board of 
Trustees? Have you any skills, new ideas you wish to share 
and bring forward for the benefit of all members? 
 
The Federation is now seeking nominations for the Federation 
Board of Trustees 2025-2027. New blood is essential for the 
future and to ensure the survival of our Federation.  
 
Do you know anyone who may have what it takes to join our 
Federation Board? Are you interested in bringing something new  

          to the Federation yourself? 
 
Each WI and members of the present Board of Trustees may nominate up to 12 members for the 
new Committee.  
Please think seriously and put your name forward – the Federation needs YOU!  
Should you wish to find out more about being a Trustee, please contact the Office.  
 
Nomination forms are with your Secretary and should be returned to the Office by 31st October 
2024 at the latest.  
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:nyenewseditor@gmail.com
mailto:fedsec.nyefwi@btconnect.com
mailto:financesec.nyefwi@btconnect.com
http://www.nyorkseastwi.org.uk/
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Dear Members, 
We are now two thirds of the way through the year although, for some, September is the start of a 
new year. Our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren are about to embark on a new 
school year and all the challenges that brings with it. Thinking of challenges, I hope you all enjoyed 
watching the Olympic Games last month - what an impressive medal tally Great Britain amassed 
across a range of different disciplines.     
We will be starting September with a bang as we go to the Cotswolds for the Federation holiday. 
We have a completely full coach which is wonderful - all we need now is the good weather! I feel 
a bit guilty taking time out, as it leaves my husband having to look after our 2-year-old grandson 
on his own for a couple of days, as we continue to provide childcare two days a week until further 
space becomes available at Oliver’s nursery. I am truly shocked at the cost of nursery places and 
feel very sorry for those young mothers who don’t have a good support network to help them. Many 
parents must be working purely to pay nursery fees in order to ensure that their jobs remain open 
for them. 
Once we return from the Cotswolds we are looking forward to the WI Day lunch in Scarborough, 
with Angus Ashworth once again as our speaker. I do enjoy our lunches as they are such a great 
opportunity for us all to meet members of other WIs, share experiences and make new friends. 
I do hope you all have a very enjoyable month. 
 
Best wishes 
Sarah 
 
OFFICE NOTICE BOARD 
 
* NFWI ANNUAL MEETING 2025 – NFWI has confirmed that the Meeting will be held online on 
Wednesday 4th June 2025, starting at 10.30am. All Federation Representative, WI link delegate 
and WI Adviser allocations will be communicated to federations in October and will take into 
account the most up-to-date information listed on the MCS database. Observer ticket prices will 
be communicated in due course.  
The Federation’s Link List, together with information about being a delegate, is enclosed with this 
newsletter. Please ensure that a Delegate is found asap. If your WI is unable to find a Delegate, 
please let the WI next on the list in your link know. Further information and a request form for a 
Delegate will be sent out with the October newsletter.  

 
REMINDERS 

 
Autumn Meeting, Saturday 26th October, St Peter’s School, Clifton, York, YO30 6AB, 10.30am 
– 3.30pm. Guest Speakers: Amar Latif and Ruth Rogers. One Delegate per WI Free. Visitors’ 
Tickets: £15.00. Booking forms with your Secretary. Closing date: 24th September. Code: 
543. IMPORTANT: NO FOOD CONTAINING NUTS TO BE BROUGHT ONTO THE SCHOOL 
PREMISES PLEASE. 
 
WI Stationery – Secretaries, don't forget to pre-order any stationery to be collected at the Autumn 
Meeting. 
 

Doris Wilkinson Bursaries / 110th Anniversary Bursary Applications – don’t miss out on your 
chance to win a bursary. There are five chances when applying for a Doris Wilkinson Bursary and 
another chance when applying to the 110th Anniversary Bursary to receive up to £250.00 towards 
an educational course of your choice. Closing date: 24th September. 



 

 

3 

 
Diaries 2025 – orders available to collect at the Autumn Meeting from the stationery table or 
from WI House. 
 
Newsletter Bulk Order – Booking form with your Secretary. Early bird offer if you book via 
your Secretary: £5.00 for the year. Electronic copies sent Free of Charge to the WI email contact 
provided and three complimentary copies sent out to each WI for their own use. Closing date for 
the early bird offer: 30th September 2024. 

 
In2WIn 2023/2024 - Congratulations to the lucky winners of the In2WIn 
monthly draw: 
1st prize:  41 Mrs A Potter, Copmanthorpe WI    
2nd prize: 34 Mrs P Butterworth, Snainton WI 
 

 
FEDERATION EVENTS 
 
* FEDERATION CAROL SERVICES - The Board of Trustees has decided 
to hold Carol Services in three different areas of the Federation again this 
year:  
Saturday 7th December, St Mary's Church, Kirkgate, Thirsk YO7 1PR  
Saturday 14th December, Selby Abbey, The Crescent, Selby YO8 4PU  
Saturday 14th December, St Columba’s Church,119 Dean Rd, 
Scarborough,YO12 7JH 
 

Join our  

Federation Flutter 
  Monthly draw and only £12 a year! (formerly In 2 WIn) 

 

 Our Federation flutter will commence from the 1st of November 2024. The amount to 
enter is £12.00 payable in advance annually by the 31st of October 2024 and your 

membership shall run from the 1st November 2024 to the 31st October 2025.  Membership 
may be in the name of an individual only.  

Anyone can join - members, friends, family and neighbours too! 
 

Two numbers will be drawn monthly by the Federation Chairman at a Board Meeting. 
Prize money will be apportioned as: 1st Prize £35.00 and 2nd Prize: £20.00 for each 
month. These amounts may rise or fall depending on membership numbers. So why 
not have a go? Enter to have a chance of winning and treat yourself or someone you love 

with your winnings! 
 

Details of the winning membership numbers will be published in the monthly newsletter. 
Details and entry forms are with your Secretary.  

 
Look out for the stand at this Autumn Meeting on 26th October. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a32bac811f99c469JmltdHM9MTcyMTI2MDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZjQwZjBjYi0xZGZkLTZhMjMtM2EzOC1lMjZlMWMxZDZiZDQmaW5zaWQ9NTc2Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0f40f0cb-1dfd-6a23-3a38-e26e1c1d6bd4&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-VW5rbm93bn5BZGRyZXNzX0xpbmsmdHk9MTgmcT1TdC4lMjBDb2x1bWJhJTI3cyUyMENodXJjaCUyMCUzQSUyMFNjYXJib3JvdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU44NzN4MTU3NjU2NDMwMjA0ODIwMzAwNzMmcHBvaXM9NTQuMjg1ODg4NjcxODc1Xy0wLjQxMDE3Mjk5ODkwNTE4MTlfU3QuJTIwQ29sdW1iYSUyN3MlMjBDaHVyY2glMjAlM0ElMjBTY2FyYm9yb3VnaF9ZTjg3M3gxNTc2NTY0MzAyMDQ4MjAzMDA3M34mY3A9NTQuMjg1ODg5fi0wLjQxMDE3MyZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a32bac811f99c469JmltdHM9MTcyMTI2MDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZjQwZjBjYi0xZGZkLTZhMjMtM2EzOC1lMjZlMWMxZDZiZDQmaW5zaWQ9NTc2Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=0f40f0cb-1dfd-6a23-3a38-e26e1c1d6bd4&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-VW5rbm93bn5BZGRyZXNzX0xpbmsmdHk9MTgmcT1TdC4lMjBDb2x1bWJhJTI3cyUyMENodXJjaCUyMCUzQSUyMFNjYXJib3JvdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU44NzN4MTU3NjU2NDMwMjA0ODIwMzAwNzMmcHBvaXM9NTQuMjg1ODg4NjcxODc1Xy0wLjQxMDE3Mjk5ODkwNTE4MTlfU3QuJTIwQ29sdW1iYSUyN3MlMjBDaHVyY2glMjAlM0ElMjBTY2FyYm9yb3VnaF9ZTjg3M3gxNTc2NTY0MzAyMDQ4MjAzMDA3M34mY3A9NTQuMjg1ODg5fi0wLjQxMDE3MyZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
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Ticket Order Form enclosed with your Secretary’s copy of the Newsletter. Please make sure 
you state the venue you wish to attend and send the form back to the Office with your 
name and WI and a stamped addressed envelope by 7th November 2024 at the latest. 
Booking Code for all three venues: 759. 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHES                              
 

Get in the festive spirit by joining us for lunch with an amusing speaker, Liz Hallett 
BEM, on Thursday 28th November at Novotel, Fishergate, York, 12.00pm for 
12.30pm. What a great way to start our Christmas Celebrations. Cost £28.00 
members only.  Booking from 3rd September. Closing date: 22nd October. Booking Code: 
757. 
 
Main Course 

a) Roast Turkey ballotine stuffed with sage and onion, served with all the trimmings (*GF) 
b) Parmesan-crusted Salmon, panko-coated langoustines served with wilted spinach, pont 
neuf potatoes and a gourmet tartare sauce 
c)Wild Mushroom Risotto with cauliflower fritters and roasted figs (V) (*GF) 

Dessert 
d)Yorkshire artisan cheese selection served with chutney, crackers, celery and grapes (*GF) 
e) Traditional Christmas pudding, Crème anglaise and rum-soaked cherries 
f) The Novotel Trio; Chocolate cake with chocolate-coated strawberries, Orange Liqueur 
shot, Dark chocolate mousse 
g) Vegan Lemon Cheesecake - (V) 

Tea or Coffee and mince pies 
§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 

 
Get in the festive spirit by joining us for lunch with an amusing local speaker, Richard Buffey, on 
Monday 2nd December at the Golden Lion Hotel, Northallerton, 12.00pm for 12.30pm. Cost 
£28.00 members only.  Booking from 3rd September. Closing date: 29th October.  Booking 
Code: 758. 
 
Main Course 

a) Traditional roast turkey, with bacon-wrapped chipolata, chestnut and apricot stuffing, 
roast potatoes, honey-roasted vegetables and gravy. 
b) Hake with a lobster bisque sauce and seasonal vegetables 
c) Chestnut and mushroom roast with parsnip puree, winter vegetables and port gravy. 

Dessert 
d) Traditional Christmas Pudding with brandy sauce. 
e) White chocolate, cranberry and amaretto cheesecake. 
f) Glazed Lemon Tart with Raspberry Coulis. 

Tea or Coffee 
 

Save the date….   
 
CHAIRMAN’S LUNCHES - Full details in the October Newsletter. 

• Thursday 16th January – Kirkbymoorside Golf Club 
• Thursday 30th January – York Pavilion Hotel, York 
• Monday 24th February – The Golden Lion Hotel, Northallerton  
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EVENTS – Chairman: Linda Cariss – lindacariss2312@gmail.com 
 

Knitting Know-how Workshop, Thursday 7th AND Thursday 21st 
November 1.30 – 4.00 pm, WI House, Front Street, Norby, 
Thirsk, YO7 1BG. Expertise is on hand! These two workshops will 
get you started mastering the craft of knitting as a complete 
beginner or guide you through more advanced techniques. Ladies 
from Thirsk Yarnbombers will share their skills to help you get 
creative. If you are a beginner, need tuition specifically because 
you are left-handed, want to develop your skills to know how to knit 
more advanced items such as socks or fairisle, these two afternoon 

sessions are for you. Let us know what you need so that we can aim to provide targeted tuition. 
Bring your own needles and yarn if you already have them. Tea and coffee provided. 
Please indicate: a) a complete beginner, b) need tuition from someone left-handed, c) have 
medium skills but would like to be able to turn a heel and/or knit something more complicated, d) 
would like to explore how to use circular needles.  
Cost: £15.00 – Booking from 1st September. Closing date: 17th October. Booking Code: 739. 
 

Manipulated Fabric Heart Workshop, Monday 10th February 
2025 9.30 am to 3.30 pm, WI House, Front Street, Norby, 
Thirsk, YO7 1BG. Join us to make a Manipulated Fabric Heart 
with Kate Slaughter from Kate’s Kloths. Kate has been 
showcased on Robson Green’s Weekend Escapes (Series 2, 
Episode 15). She spent a delightful afternoon with Robson and 
Matheson teaching her relaxing 
textile art. You will spend the day 
being taught how to manipulate 
fabrics to create surface texture, 
how to incorporate traditional 
techniques such as smocking, 

Suffolk Puffs and pleating along with innovative methods to create 
textures and tucks. These are then combined with French knots to 
create a textured heart. No experience is necessary, open to all ability. 
Tea/coffee/biscuits will be available but please bring a packed lunch.  
Cost: £50.00 plus £12.50 for the kit, available in a wide range of colours, payable on the day to 
the Tutor. Booking from 1st October. Closing date: 10th December. Booking Code: 740. 
 
 
In the pipeline for 2025…. 

 
Amigurumi Crochet … 

  Hand-embroidered vases … 

Sanntangle – The Art of Tangling … 

Rambles … 
  

mailto:lindacariss2312@gmail.com
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REMINDERS  

 
Christmas Silk Ribbon Embroidery workshop, Monday 11th November - 10.00am to 
3.30pm, WI House, Thirsk, YO7 1BG. Learn how to embroider a shimmering Silk 
Ribbon design Christmas Decoration with tutor Jacqueline Schultz, using an array of 
beautiful Silk Ribbon on a Red Silk Dupion face fabric. All specialist equipment will 
be provided for use at the workshop.  During the day Jacqueline will model each step 

of the project and you will receive comprehensive instructions.  Tea/coffee will be provided 
throughout the day but please bring a packed lunch with you. Book now. Closing date: 30th 
September. Cost: £85.00 including the full kit to complete the decoration. Booking Code 737. 
 
Enjoy a day out in Halifax before the Christmas rush - 
Thursday 5th December 2024. Open to family and 
friends. Our first stop will be the Bankfield Museum, 
Halifax, where you can enjoy a world-class collection of 
costumes, art, textiles, etc. The special exhibition on 
show will be the Art of Making Historical Fashion.  We 
will then travel to Piece Hall, a Grade I listed building, 
built as a cloth hall for handloom weavers to sell the 
woollen cloth "pieces" they had produced – it has 
numerous uses now: shops, restaurants, etc., and the 
architecture alone is worth a visit. Should you wish to explore further, Halifax Borough Market – 
very traditional – is close by.   Booking from 1st September. Closing date: 5th November.  Cost: 
Members: £22.00 / Non-Members: £24.00. Booking Code: 736. 
 
WORKSHOP REPORT – Silver Stacking Rings – Friday 26th July 
 
Ladies hard at work creating their unique silver stacking rings.  With the expert tuition from Helen 
Drye and her assistant, Sara, six WI members sized, soldered and shaped their projects and each 

completed a pair of stacking rings. Well done. 

 
 

 
CURRENT AFFAIRS - Chairman: Lindsay Gee - lindsaygee67@gmail.com 
 
So here comes the autumn, already, with the equinox on 22nd September. 
It is also already the second anniversary of the change of monarch, on the 8th. Then the 28th 
marks a transition brought about by violence, when the first of our four King Williams landed in 
East Sussex, back in 1066. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloth_hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weaving
mailto:lindsaygee67@gmail.com
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Between the 16th and the 22nd it's the WI Week of River Action - for something we 
all know is an emergency. Secretaries have already been circulated with a flyer 
giving information for you to consider.  
In addition, the weekend of 20th-23rd September sees the Great 
UK Water Blitz: you can be sent a free and easy-to-use water 

quality testing kit, which takes just 20 minutes, and can then send in the 
measurements taken. The WI's partner is Earthwatch, whose website contains 
registration forms for use by individuals or groups; or you can follow this link 
- https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-
actions/sign-up-for-the- great-uk-waterblitz. 
Then on Saturday 26th October this will be rounded off with a march run by River Action UK, in 
London: petitioning the new government "to take the issue of clean water seriously and deliver 
meaningful legislation". Here's a useful link:  https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-
campaigns/news-and-actions/register-your-interest-in-river-action-uks-march-for-clean-water. 
 

The selection of a shortlist of new resolutions will be made on 3rd October, and we hope to be 
able to report back in the November Newsletter. In the meantime, corresponding with your MPs 
on the urgent need for action to improve access to dentists is recommended. 
 

On a lighter note, British Food Fortnight runs between the 17th and 2nd October; and, perhaps 
coincidentally, 29th September is End Food Waste Day. 
 

Enjoy the start of autumn, and its harvest. 
 

SCIENCE COORDINATOR/ CLIMATE AMBASSADOR - Gill Edmonds – 
gilledmonds45@gmail.com   
 

In last month’s newsletter I requested that if any one of you had something interesting you would 
like to share we would be delighted....so pleased to receive this article by Susie Brown, member of 
Selby Swans. 
   

Summer in the Beehive 
Early in July our two honeybee colonies were at their 
annual peak – of population size, activity and honey 
production. Sitting near the hives with an early morning 
cup of tea you can feel as well as hear the loud happy 
hum of contented bees and pick up the scent of 
beeswax and honey. Experiencing this vibration, noise 
and smell plus the visual experience of watching the 
bees coming and going is recognised as having a 
positive and meditative wellbeing effect, and I definitely 

feel it. Each hive has up to 60,000 bees at peak summer, each with a sequence of allotted jobs 
in their a 6-week cycle of life: cleaner, nursemaid, lady-in-waiting, undertaker, stores assistant, 
wax producer, honey monitor, hive guard and finally out into the world to become a forager. 
This time is the midst of what beekeepers call a nectar flow, and the bees are making the most of 
it. Good sunny weather, temperatures above 15 degrees and occasional rain means crops, trees, 
hedges and gardens are full of productive flowers providing both nectar and pollen for the bees  
to collect. They’ll travel up to three miles away from the hive to find food and communicate to 
each other daily about where the best sources are. And they need to keep busy as they have lots 
of brood to feed as well as themselves. A happy productive Queen can lay up to 2,000 eggs a day,  
and as it takes 21 days for these eggs to develop and emerge as bees there is plenty to do in the 
nursery.  

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/sign-up-for-the-great-uk-waterblitz
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/sign-up-for-the-great-uk-waterblitz
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/register-your-interest-in-river-action-uks-march-for-clean-water
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/news-and-actions/register-your-interest-in-river-action-uks-march-for-clean-water
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It was a dreadful start to the year with a mild wet Winter followed by a wet and cool Spring. 
Colonies struggled to survive and across North Yorkshire beekeepers experienced huge losses. 
Climate change is having a terrible effect on insects that largely goes unnoticed by us humans. 
As a beekeeper you become tuned in to nature, noticing when hedgerow plants are flowering, 
when other types of bees are emerging and really seeing the impact of milder winters. Then of 
course there is habitat loss, pesticide use and the threat to our native bees from non-native 
species to worry about. Thankfully it’s been a good early summer. In a couple of weeks, the 
honeybees will start winding down for the autumn. They’ll disable and evict the males as the 
reproductive season is over and they’re not needed anymore, and slowly reduce in numbers 
towards Winter cluster size.  For now, they and I are content - this year there will be honey for us 
both.                             
   
MEMBERSHIP & TRAINING – Chairman: Janice Whiteford –whatstheplanjan@hotmail.com 
 
REMINDER - Treasurers’ Q&A, Wednesday 6th November, 1.00pm – 3.00pm, WI House.  A chance 
for Treasurers to get advice and to understand their role in their WI. New and not so new to the 
job? Enjoy time with the IFEs putting your questions, networking with other Treasurers, and having 
your questions answered. Cost per person (out of WI funds) £10.00. Book now. Closing date:  8th 
October. Booking Code: 738. 
 

AROUND OUR FEDERATION 
 

 
We were very proud showing off our new banner in 
the parade at Strensall Carnival in June.    
We also had a 
stall selling 
items our 
Crafty Club 
had made.  
Apart from the 
most torrential 
rain, where the 

field emptied in minutes, and our members huddled 
together in our gazebo, having a sing-along, we all enjoyed 
the day.  
Dorothea Scarlett, Secretary, Strensall and Huntington WI  
 

 
 
Fylingdales WI were delighted to celebrate the 90th 
and 80th Birthdays of June Hinde and Judith Hill who 
between them have been in our WI for 110 years. Both 
have taken on  
different roles during this time.  
Inspiration to us all. – Penny McDonald 
 

 
 

mailto:whatstheplanjan@hotmail.com
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On June 22nd 2024 Riccall WI were asked to 
provide refreshments for the Beryl Burton 
Memorial Ride. Cyclists set off and return to 
the Knavesmire. The ride has taken place for 
many years - and they have always stopped 
at the Methodist Chapel in Riccall. Sadly the 
Methodist Chapel has closed but has been 
made into a community hub by the Parish 
Council - who allowed us to use the building 
on the day. We had lots of lovely cyclists and 
by the end had run out of sandwiches and 
cakes! Money raised has been donated to St. Leonard’s Hospice. 
This was followed the following day by "open gardens" in Riccall where once again our members 
helped out manning a "preserves" stall as well as donating cakes for refreshments! So, a big “Thank 
You” to our members for all their hard work over a very busy weekend. -  Karen Keen 
 

 
Ladies from North Cowton WI and 
friends – locally called the Nitwits! 
- with their latest completed project of 
65 Trauma Teddies, Tigers, Lions - and 
rogue Snowman.  
 
The Teddies are being handed to Jon 
Hancock, Crew Manager of North 
Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service and 
Harry Allen, Firefighter at County 
Durham & Darlington Fire & Rescue 
Service.  
 
 

The Teddies will be shared by local accident and emergency services and given to those children 
affected by fire or accident.  – Pat Abbott 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dringhouses WI had a fundraising stall at a local festival 
(Woodthorpe Family Festival) selling jams and chutneys, all 
made by Alison our President. Here they are meeting Mixie the 
mascot for YorkMix. It was a very good day with lots of 
customers and help from members. – Ann Elliott 
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YORKSHIRE DAY LUNCH, 1ST AUGUST 

 
Left - Members of Strensall & Huntington WI at the 
Kirkbymoorside Gold Club Yorkshire Day lunch with 
guest speaker Angus Ashworth. The ladies are all 
wearing white roses buttonholes made by a made 
by a member of our WI. – Dorothea Scarlett 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Snainton WI ladies (above right) enjoying Federation lunch at Kirkbymoorside Golf club. Angus is 
such a good entertainer not just with his antique knowledge but ad lib as well. Above left, our 
Federation Chairman, Sarah, with Angus. 
 

Byland with Wass WI held an ambitious charity dinner for 54 people last November. We decorated 
the village hall and provided a five-course meal with tasting wines. It was a brilliant evening: we 
all pulled together to make it a great success. Amazing raffle prizes raised £840 for the Herriot 
Hospice Homecare Charity based in Thirsk. We were delighted to have Peter Wright, Ambassador 
of the charity and our local celebrity Yorkshire Vet present as a guest to receive the donation on 
the night. The dinner itself raised £1228 which we have been giving to local charities this year. We 
were very keen to gift to a local charity helping women and children. Nancy Walker, our President, 
had attended the Annual Conference in June at the Royal Albert Hall and was inspired by Nasir 
Afzal speaking on male violence and domestic abuse against women. Consequently, one of our 
members, Gill Burn, who works for the Community Works charity in Thirsk suggested the Women’s 
Group associated with this charity. 
In 2019 Community Works identified a need to support local women 
of all ages and backgrounds with a variety of issues and needs and 
The Catalyst project was started. Women are offered support via 
groups, activities, life coaching and counselling, with 'women 
supporting women' underpinning all the work that they do. The charity 
receives positive feedback from the women they support with 
increased positive mental and physical wellbeing, better social 
interactions leading to lasting friendships and better access to 
appropriate services. Byland with Wass WI presented Community 
Works with a cheque for £200 which was gratefully received by 
Victoria Stapylton, Head of Women’s Work. The first picture shows 
(left to right) Victoria Stapylton, Nancy Walker (President) and 
Christine Bradley (Committee Member and charity dinner organiser) 
outside the Community Works Re-Use store in Thirsk.  
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And finally, what an achievement from Pickering WI at the Ryedale show on 30th July!! They won 
the cup for most points. They won the following prizes: 
 

Marmalade – 1st            Cushion – 1st (picture below) 
Cheese Scones – 3rd prize 
Flowers/tea plate - 1st,2nd & 3rd prizes (picture left)  
Hessian Flowers – 2nd & 3rd prizes (picture below) 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Card category – 2nd prize 
Photo category - 3rd prize 
Writing - 3rd prize 
Art - 2nd prize (picture below) 
 

 
 

  Some of the winners with their prizes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Pickering WI table at the show    
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ENCLOSURES:   
 

Nomination forms for the Board of Trustees 2025-2027; Federation Flutter Rules + Application 
Form; NFWI Annual Meeting 2025 Link List; NFWI Annual Meeting 2025- Information for 
Delegates; Carol Services Tickets Application Form; Christmas Lunch, 28th November - 
Application form; Christmas lunch, 2nd December - Application form 
 
DIARY DATES – (Key - *Cost to Non-Members.     ++ Please select which time slot) 
XXXX Hi- lighted dates are to remind you time is running out for booking! 
 

Date/Time Event All the 
Details 

Venue Cost Code Closing 
Date 

HAPPENING IN OCTOBER – BOOKING NOW 
14th, 10.30am 
– 12.30pm 

York Hidden History Fire 
Walk 

June 
n/l 

York £12.00 732 3rd  
Sept. 

17th, 10.30am 
– 3.30pm 

Silk Painting Workshop June 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£50.00 733 3rd  
Sept. 

26th, 10.30am 
– 3.30pm 

Federation Autumn 
Meeting Visitors’ tickets 

June 
n/l 

St Peter’s School, 
York, YO30 6AB 

£15.00 543 24th 
Sept. 

26th, 10.30am 
– 3.30pm 

Federation Autumn 
Meeting - Delegate 
ticket 

June 
n/l 

St Peter’s School, 
York, YO30 6AB 

FREE 543 24th 
Sept. 

31st, 12.00pm 
for 12.30pm 

Halloween Lunch with 
Speaker 

June 
n/l 

The Pavilion Hotel, 
York, YO10 4PJ 

£28.00 734 17th 
Sept. 

HAPPENING IN NOVEMBER  
6th, 1.00pm-
3.00pm 
 

Treasurers’ Q&A August 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£10.00 
WI 
funds 

738 8th 
October 

7th & 21st 
1.30pm – 4.00 
pm,  

Knitting Know-how 
Workshop 

Sept. 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£15.00 739 17th 
October 

8th, 10.00am 
– 1.00pm 

Silver Clay Christmas 
Wreath  

July 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£60.00 735 24th 
Sept. 

11th, 10.00am 
– 3.30pm 

Christmas Silk Ribbon 
Embroidery  

August 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£85.00 737 30th 
Sept. 

16th, 10.00am 
– 3.30pm 

World of Chocolate 
Making & Decoupage 
Truffle Plate 

July 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£65.00 728 1st 
October 

28th, 12.00pm 
for 12.30pm 

Christmas Lunch Sept.  
n/l 

Novotel York,  
YO10 4FD 

£28.00 757 22nd 
October 

HAPPENING IN DECEMBER 
2nd, 12.00pm 
for 12.30pm 

Christmas Lunch Sept. 
n/l 

Golden Lion Hotel,  
DL7 8PP 

£28.00 758 29th 
October  

5th, Times 
TBC 

Visit to Bankfield 
Museum & Piece Hall, 
Halifax  

August 
n/l 

Coach trip to Halifax 
– pick-ups Thirsk & 

York 

£22.00 
/ 
*£24.00  

736 5th  
Nov. 

HAPPENING IN FEBRUARY – BOOKING FROM 1ST OCTOBER ONLY 
10th, 9.30am 
– 3.30pm 

Manipulated Fabric 
Heart Workshop 

Sept. 
n/l 

WI House, 
YO7 1BG 

£50.00 
+ 12.50 
on day  

740 10th 
Dec. 

 


